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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent the rupture, etc., of the curving 
part of an endoscope by a negative pressure stage at 
the time of sterilization of the endoscope. 
CONSTITUTION: A curving part protective body 16 to 
be mounted to the endoscope is formed by using a 
shape memory material (resin, alloy, rubber, etc.) varying 
the shape corresponding to the temp. A semicylindrical 
body 22 of the upper part and semicylindrical body 21 of 
the lower part which form such curving part protective 
body 16 and are integrally coupled by a coupling part 23 
in one side part are engaged and detained by a snap fit 
24 and a snap receiver 25. The peripheral surface of the 
curving part is covered and protected in the negative 
pressure stage of a low temp, and a snap fit 24 is 
removed and the semicylindrical part of the upper half is 
opened in the high temp, sterilizing stage by a shape 
change so that a sterilizing gas spreads to the curving 
part. 
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